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worlcl like the united States or canada. That is s/hy, I think, every ukrainian
student society that holcis dear the national name of his forefathers and values
the freedom of his new homeland of Canada must speed with material and
moral support to cesuS, which leads the diJficult struggle for the triumph ol
freedom as rve have here, for the Ilkrainian pecple in their ou'n llkrainian land'
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The problem of the establishment of llkrainian studies on the university
level had been considered by the {Ikrainians living in Winnipeg at least ten
years before its realization in the university of saskatchewan in 1945. The
gr".t"rt interest in that regard. was shown by the late Judge J. W. Arsenych,
irho *"r much concerned about keeping the matter continuaily alive. To that
effect several meetings were held in the Ukrainian People's Home in Winnipeg
in order to activate the idea. Circumstances at that time, however, were not
favorable, the main reason for the temporary failure being the lack of textbooks and of competent instructors. The authorities of the university of Manitoba on that account made no effort to give th-is proposition a serious thought'

In
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Saskatchewan this problem assumed

Western Ukraine.
il:

a more promi.sing

aspect

at the

end of the thirties and the beginnilg of the forties. And for a good reason.
rn tne university city of saskatoon the activity of the Mohyla Institute, established in 1916, iontr'ibuted gfeatly to keeping the idea constantly !n the minds
of influential individuals at the University. The greatest interest was revealed
by Professor G. W. Simpson who incessantly worked towards the realization
oi ttru project until 1g43, when he persuaded the former President of the
Uni-r"rtity Lf Sr"kat.h"*an, Dr. J. S. Thomson, of the necessity of estabiishing
a aepa*metrt of Slavie in which the study of the Ukrainian ianguage and litertrl *"r to have its rightful place, And so ended the long preliminary dis"t
cussions which began while yet the first President of the university, Dr. J.
Murray, headed this InstitutionAt first, ukrainian was offered at the university as a non-credit subject in
evening classes during the academic year 1944-45. The course given was by
Dr. T. k. pavlychenko who was Professor of Plant Ecology here. This elementary course drew more than seventy students'
,Simu]taneously the President appointed Dr, C. H. Andrusyshen instructor of
Russian and Ukrtinian languages. Dr. Pavlychenko, in fact, was an iaterirn
instructor, while the former, having been granted a fellowship by the Rockefeller Foundation, was at Harvard as a Research Fellow, preparing himself
for the task. He came to Saskatoon in the fall of 1945 to assume his duties. In
1958 v. O. Buyniak rvas appointed Assistant Professor in the Department.
No Slavic language had been taught in any canadian higher institution of
learning until then. This University had therefore pioneered and given lead
in the project which has proved so vital in the present state of world affairs.
The first credit course in the Ukrainian ianguage and literature began in
1g45. Trhus far, four courses figure in the curriculum: (1) elementary, which
consists of the rudiments of grammar and of the readings from the lighter
authors; (2) advanced study of the grammar and a short history of Ukrainia]]
literature, connected with the explanation of the texts from the representative
Ukrainian writers; (3) Shevchenko whose poetical works contained in his
Kobzar are fully dealt with; (4) Ivan Franko and tJle literary Renaissance of

University of Manitoba became the next centre of llklainian Studies' There
the ccurses in Slavic were estabLished in 1949 through the efforts of the then
President of that Institution, the late Dr. A. G. S. Gillson, who fully understood
the necessity of having a Department which the Ilkrainian element in Manitoba
might consider as the heart of their cultural and educational activif,y.
Dr. J. Rudnyckyj was the first to be appointed to conduct the linguistic and
li.terarystudies.TheDepartmentwas1aterstrengthenedbyProfessorP.Yuzyk
who, it may be remembered, did postgraduate work at the University of Saskatchewan under the supervision of Dr. Simpson. For a short time Dr. Y. MufykLucyk assisted the two mentioned. It is to be regretted that the late Dr. Leonid
Bilecky was not able to continue his instruction in Ukrainian culture and literature, haviag established h.inself as an authority in these matters by his long
professional work

in

Europe.

The number of students taking the courses in that Department was sufficiently great to warrant its continuation. The problem ol establishing a credit
course in Manitoba high schools has been nearly solved. Steps are being taken
to begi:r teaching Ukrainian in the Province's high schools in 1962-63.
Manitoba possesses a fine ukrainian section in the university library as
a result of the generous contributions and donations made for that purpose by
certah Ukrainians rvho are only too eager to maintain the Department on a high
level of scholarsfiip. Similar contributions, in the form of grants and scho]arships, encourage students to study Ukrainian.
Instruction in llkrainian at the University of Alberta u:rfortunately has not
been given the same encouragement as in her two neighboring provinces. For
several years Ilkrainian there had been taught, on a non-credit basis; and only
in evening classes. Those active i11 this enterprise are Mr. P. Lazarovich, an
Ed.monton- barrister, and Professor O. Starchuk of the Department of Modern
Languages, professor in Russian and ukrainian. Recently, however, the Slavic
studies have become a section in the Department of Modern Languages, under

the chairmanship of Professor Starchuk, and llkrainian has been recognized
as a credit subject in it. w'ith the addition of Dr. Yar slavutych, a poet and
author of eonversational Ukrainian, to the teaching personnel, Ulcrainian
promises to be a well-established discipline. Several scholarships have been
recently established. to encourage the development of Ukrainian at the l]niversity of Alberta.
In the university of Toronto ukrainian has been offered as an elementary
course for some years under the guidance of the late Dr. Y. Genyk-Berezowsky.
Later under Professor George Luekyj. Owing to the indiJference of the students
of {lkrainian origin, the teaching of that language has not made progress.
At the university of ottawa there exists the Eastern and North-Eastern
Institute i:r which, among other subjects, tlkrainian is offered in its philological'
literary and philosophical aspects. The university has even provided an opportunity for competent students to obtain doetorates in Slavic and has already
granted both M.A. and Ph.D. degrees to some. Dr. V. Kaye, an official in the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, has taken an active part in the development of this Instiiute. Those who assisted him in that task were: Dr. H. Zhmurkevych, Rev. I. Nazarko, OSBM, Dr. K. Bida (its present head)' Dr' W'
Rudnyckyj, Dr. W. Litwinowich, Rev. M. Zalesky, and others.
A similar Institute exists also at the university of Montreal where Dr. D.
Dontsov aud Dr. Y. Russov, along with Rev. M. Zalesky, and Profess.ors Levitzky,
Bryniawsky, Fediv and Olinyek figured prominently in its Ukrainian section.
A thriving Department of Slavonic Studies functions also at the University
of British Columbia under the chairrnanship of Dr. J. St. Ctair-Sobell, but thus
far no one in that Department has seriously considered adding 1-Ikrainian to the
tist of its extensive courses. There is no doubt, howevel, that Ukrainian, being
one of the more irnportant languages in the Slavic field, will eventually press
itself to the fore and will be offered at least on an elementary basis to begin with'
39
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Dr. H. Zhmurkevich formerly of the University of Ottawa, wrote an interesting study on the literature produced by ukrainian canadians since their'
Department
pl."""tilg days. Durirrg the time he was connected with the Slavic monography
ut th" U.,i,r"tiity of Manitoba, Dr. Y, Mulyk-Lucyk published a fine
on the llkrainian authoress Olha Kobylanska'
The above mentioned compilations and works of literary critici.sm, of course,
do not exhaust the entire output of ukrainian slavists in canada' Nevertheless
proportions the
one may readily judge from what has already appeared to what
Ukrairrian scholais in this country have expanded their activity in a relatively

short time, in just about fifteen years'
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